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Executive Summary 
Levenshulme School Streets is a collaborative 
design project delivered by Sustrans in partnership 
with Manchester City Council, Levenshulme Bee 
Network and TFGM and funded through the Mayors 
Challenge Fund. The project is part of the wider 
Levenshulme Active Neighbourhood Programme 
and is integrated with the area-wide filtered 
neighbourhood co-design project. 

Children at 6 primary schools in Levenshulme have been the chief designers of their own 
school street as part of this innovative partnership project by the charity Sustrans, 
Manchester City Council and Levenshulme Bee Network.  

Pupils at the school worked with the Sustrans team to survey the streets around their school. 
They highlighted problems such as dangerous junctions and crossing points, pavement 
parking, noise levels and air quality, and suggested what they would like to change to help 
more of them walk or cycle on their school journeys.  

Each school has high levels of traffic congestion and road safety issues around peak times 
when parents drop off and pick up their children at school. School staff and parents report a 
number of accident ‘near misses’.  

Children say they would like to see parking-free zones, safer crossings and cycling lanes, 
and greener and more attractive places outside their school. Sustrans has also gathered 
views from the local community about issues they face on the streets around the schools. 

Sustrans’ street designers and community engagement team have worked with the schools, 
parents and local community to gather ideas and produce street designs to help tackle 
problems on the street and make it a safer, more pleasant place for everyone to walk and 
cycle. The project has resulted in design proposals for each of the six schools and 
recommendations for trials. These include ‘school streets’, traffic calming measures, signage 
and artwork and improved crossing points.  
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Introduction 
The Levenshulme Bee Network team identified the need to 
work with the six primary schools within the initial filtered 
neighbourhood boundary to focus on the environment 
outside the school gates and as a starting point for further 
engagement with the wider community in the Active 
Neighbourhood Programme.  

The initial six schools were: 

• Chapel Street Primary School;

• St Andrew’s Primary School;

• Acacias Primary School;

• Cringle Brook Primary School;

• St Mary’s Primary School, and

• Alma Park Primary School

Sustrans and the Levenshulme Bee Network Project Co-ordinator also engaged with pupils at 
Levenshulme High School, which generates a significant volume of traffic and has substantial 
knock-on effects of traffic on Errwood Rd which affect nearby Acacias, St Mary’s and Alma 
Park schools.  

Project Aims 
The aims of the project were to: 

1 Actively engage school communities and local residents to discover ways of reducing 
congestion and improving safety outside the school gates, particularly during drop off and 
pick up times, 

2 Engage closely with all partners to co-develop, design and trial ‘semi-permanent’ 
infrastructural measures to enable more children to walk and cycle to school. 

3 Create initial momentum and complement the delivery of the wider active neighbourhood 
project areas  

4 To work with school communities to develop trials of school street timed closures 
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Methodology 

Existing data on the physical environment outside the school gate including traffic counts, 
issues for people walking and cycling and public transport operations has been collated and 
analysed. 

Stakeholder mapping identified the key stakeholders in the area. School, stakeholder and 
community engagement has been key to the development of the designs which respond to 
the issues faced by school pupils and local residents and the opportunities identified through 
their involvement. Design workshops with school children and community engagement 
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events have taken place in order to understand what the children and community would like 
to see outside the school.  

After collecting and analysing the data, initial opportunity plans were produced. Following 
further feedback draft street designs have been produced for each school including proposals 
for school street timed closures.  

Plans for initial street trials were cancelled due to Covid-19 and draft designs will be shared 
online for further feedback. Trials will be rescheduled when circumstances allow, giving the 
opportunity to test the design options in-situ. The trials provide another great opportunity to 
involve the school and local community: to test the design concept, gather further feedback 
and shape the preliminary designs. 
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Co-Design Process 
The Big Street Survey 

Sustrans Delivery Co-ordinator Henry Norman ran the Big Street Survey with groups of 
children selected by each school in Autumn 2019. Some of these groups were whole classes 
of year 5 or 6 children, and others were made up of members of the school council or eco 
council across all the year groups. The Big Street Survey is a tried-and-tested approach used 
to raise children’s awareness of the traffic and street environment issues outside their school 
and to support them thinking about active travel to school.   

Two active learning sessions were delivered at each school and these sessions produced a 
‘Manifesto’ for each group, addressing the problems that the children perceived around their 
school.   

FIGURE 1: PUPILS AT ST MARY'S SCHOOL TAKING PART IN THE BIG STREET SURVEY 
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Schools Co-Design Workshops 

In January 2020 the Sustrans design team delivered co-design workshops with each school. 
The workshops provided Sustrans’ designers with the child’s eye-view of the streets around 
their own schools. Pupils were encouraged to think creatively about answers to the problems 
that they had previously identified and expressed through the manifesto. Using games and 
hands-on group tasks, the children were prompted to think ambitiously about infrastructure 
and behaviour change. With large-scale maps of their school’s streets, pens and modelling 
clay, children to drew, modelled and wrote on the maps to suggest what they would like to 
see in their streets.  

FIGURE 2: CHILDREN AT ACACIAS TAKING PART IN THE CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP 

Parent Homework 

Homework was set for children across the whole school. The children were asked to get an 
adult to go on to the LBN Commonplace Map and add their comments about the area. 
Awareness was raised about the LBN Active Neighbourhood in households from across all 
the demographic groups which are represented in the schools.  



Levenshulme Bee Network, 
Co-Design with Schools

Commonplace homework, week beginning 13th /20th Jan. 
Sustrans ran a design workshop with pupils and school advocates this week, to 
explore how they felt about the roads outside your school, and what they thought 
could be done to make them better.  

Pupils came up with some great ideas that we will use to help us with our proposals 
for the streets. Now, giving your technical support to the adult of your choice, we ask 
that you help them to complete the following task. You will need internet access to 
do this. 

1) Ask an adult to go online and find the Levenshulme Bee Network ‘Commonplace’
web site https://levenshulmebeenetwork.commonplace.is/. If you search for
“Levenshulme commonplace” it should be at the top of the search results.

2) Ask them to click on green ‘    , and   on in the ‘Levenshulme Active Neighbourhood
Area’ box.
A map like this will appear:

3) They can zoom in to their area on the map. You will see that lots of people have
pinned comments to it. Have a look at a few of these and discuss them.

https://levenshulmebeenetwork.commonplace.is/


4) Now they can drop a pin on the map by clicking on the pink ‘have
your say’ button and then clicking on the point on the map where
they have something to say about the street.

5) When the pin is dropped, they can look at the right hand side of the screen and
click on the options which tell us how they feel. There is also a box here to write
comments.

6) When finished, ask your adult to click click ‘save   and enter their email 
address.

7) To complete the homework, ask them to drop three or more pins and record their
comments for each one.

Thank you again for your help.  For more info and to hear about more design 
workshops coming soon visit levenshulmebeenetwork.co.uk. 

Figure 3: Parent homework sheet
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School Streets 
School Streets tackle the congestion, poor air quality 
and road safety concerns that schools experience, by 
restricting motor traffic at the school gates for a short 
period of time, generally at drop-off and pick-up times. 

The Manchester City Council and Levenshulme Bee 
Network Bid to the Mayors Challenge Fund outlined 5 
key project delivery areas. Project Area 3 focusses on 
School and Play Streets with an emphasis on trialling 
School Street closures. 

“Manchester City Council will champion and deliver a 
school streets pilot project for primary schools in 
Levenshulme. The pilot will focus on creating school 
spaces safe for walking and cycling. The pilot will 
involve a series of staged experimental closures, traffic 
calming features and other methodology and include 
multiple school street locations.” 

School street timed closures are a key design solution for improving the school environment 
increasing active travel journeys on the school run; improving safety at the school gates and 
creating a more pleasant environment for residents. School streets are proposed at each of 
the schools involved in the programme as part of the street designs. 

FIGURE 4: SCHOOL STREET CLOSURE 
SIGNAGE 
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School Street Closures in Levenshulme 
As part of the project brief all six primaries in the LBN project area were earmarked as 
schools that would trial street closures. At that stage some of the schools had yet to be 
involved with the scheme and at the start schools didn’t necessarily meet the criteria for 
school suitability that would normally be applied, listed below.  

School suitability criteria 
-Proven support from head teacher, PTA and school community
-Suitability of the existing road layout
-Practicalities of delivering the scheme
-Availability of suitable “Park and Stride” locations
-Current road usage (e.g. bus route)
-Vicinity of other traffic generators
-Catchment area (ideally 75-80% of pupils live within a mile of school)

For many schools School Street closures and modal filters were new concepts. Working with 
the head teacher, PTA and school community is key to developing school street trials in 
Levenshulme. 

Trialling School Streets 

Short-Term Trials 

Supported by Sustrans, Levenshulme Bee Network, MCC and parents and residents, a one 
day trail of timed closure and elements of the school street co-designs provides the following 
opportunities: 

— a chance to talk to parents about travel choices and support behaviour change 

— an opportunity to engage and feedback on the designs with local residents and the 
school community 

— a chance for people to see what’s possible and experience the street environment in a 
different way 

Extending the trial of design elements to monitor and evaluate over a week would make 
greater use of the resources required to install the trial such as the Sustrans street design kit 
and give a better opportunity to test the design elements and get feedback from local 
residents and the community.  
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Ongoing Trial 

For a large scale, sustained shift from driving to school to choosing active modes, school 
street timed closures need to take place on a regular basis, ideally every day during drop off 
and pick up times however a regular trial with lower frequency could still have a significant 
impact. 

Full Implementation 

Case studies from across England and Scotland of School Streets reveal the different ways 
that local authorities have made school street closures permanent, the challenges and 
benefits of school streets. 

“Now 12 months down the line, I still totally believe in the 
scheme and I’ve had fewer parents come to me saying, you 
know, ‘Little Johnny’s nearly got knocked over’ or 
‘somebody’s tried to knock me over’. I’d had less of that, 
which has been a benefit for me. But I can also see more of 
the children walking to school or coming on scooter, so that’s 
another positive.”  

Beveley Elliot, Head Teacher at Marston Green Infant Academy, Solihull1. 

1 See appendix A for the full interview Q&A with Head Teacher Beverley Elliott 
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The Schools 
This section details the challenges, opportunities 
and recommended actions for each of the six 
individual schools drawn from a combination of all of 
the engagement activities and conversations with 
children, parents and other residents. 

  
FIGURE 5: PUPILS BUILD THEIR IDEAS USING PLASTICINE 
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About children’s journeys 

‘Hands Up’ surveys 

Four schools completed our ‘Hands Up’ surveys with pupils across Key Stage Two to 
indicate the chosen mode of travel to school. The results are summarised in the graphs 
below and detailed in the individual school summaries. The surveys can be repeated after the 
close of the project in order to measure any change in the travel habits of this group.  

‘How do you usually get to school?’ 

 

FIGURE 6: HOW PUPILS TRAVEL TO SCHOOL 
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Across all of the schools, bus journeys make up 4% or less of the regular journeys. Future 
research could perhaps investigate why bus services are not seen as a viable option by those 
parents who currently drive. 

The second set of pie charts shows the answers to the question ‘How would you most like 
to travel to school?’.  

 

FIGURE 7: HOW PUPILS WOULD LIKE TO TRAVEL TO SCHOOL 

 

 

Walking and cycling were the preferred modes of travel for the majority of pupils surveyed. All 
the surveys were carried out by the class teachers, so there wasn’t any direct influence over 
the responses by Sustrans staff. These graphs indicate a high level of desire to cycle which is 
similar across the different schools. Scooting or skating were also popular, leaving a 
preference for car travel at between only 8% and 16% across the schools. These figures 
suggest that children are ready for change.  
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The journeys travelled 

Postcode data has been analysed to establish the length of journeys being made to school 
by pupils and approximately which directions they are travelling from. These are set out in the 
summary for each school. Mapping has highlighted the number of pupils who live within a 10 
minute walking distance of their school. The percentage for each school is as follows: 

Primary School 
Percentage living within 
a 10 minute walk 

Acacias Community Primary School and High School 68.3% 
Alma Park Primary School 76.4% 
Chapel Street Primary School 61.4% 
Cringle Brook Primary School 16.0% 
St Andrew's Primary School 50.7% 
St Mary's RC Primary School 37.1% 
Average across the schools 55.7% 

 

The Impact of the Proposed Filtered 
Neighbourhood Trial on Schools 
The introduction of modal filters on the streets close to schools will: 

— reduce through traffic and rat running along those streets 

— encourage parents to choose active travel for the school run because walking and 
cycling is made more desirable due to lower traffic levels on residential and school 
streets 

 
While the overall impact of the introduction of modal filters across the area for schools will be 
positive it is important to consider that the proposed filters still allow parents to park outside 
the school at pick up and drop up times. Where a filter is installed at one end of the street, 
there is the potential for a cul-de-sac effect, increasing the amount of manoeuvring traffic. We 
therefore recommend School Street timed closures run along-side the introduction of the 
modal filters to create a safe and pleasant environment outside of school.  

Acacias School and St Andrews school already face issues of dangerously manoeuvring 
traffic due to being located on dead-end roads. A school street timed closure would improve 
road safety and the street environment. For details about the potential trials at each school, 
see each school’s individual section of this report.  
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Chapel Street Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 

The school has a front entrance on Chapel Street and rear entrance via the grounds from 
Barlow Road. Traffic uses these roads to cut between the B6178 and the A6. At the Chapel 
Street (front) entrance there are problems 
with; 

— Speeding traffic; 

— Lack of crossings; 

— Pavement parking; 

— Poor quality of street environment; 

— Lack of cycle parking; 

— Volume of traffic at drop-off and pick-up 
times; and  

— Lack of driver awareness of presence of 
the school entrance. 

 

At the Barlow Road (rear) entrance the 
problems are; 

— Lack of convenient crossing; and 

— Speed and volume of traffic. 

The adjacent green space at Chapel Street 
Park and nearby Greenbank Playing Fields offer good potential for making safe and 
pleasant green routes for arriving at school from the north and east. The rear entrance 
emerges at a small neighbourhood centre with shops and community buildings, which is 
the potential location of a “fancy filter” and could create a pleasant place for socialising, 
sitting and informal play. To the south, the Fallowfield Loop and Highfield Country Park 
are a fairly short distance away and a safe walking and cycling link to these points would 
be beneficial to pupils arriving from that direction. 

FIGURE 8: PUPILS BUILD THEIR IDEAS USING PLASTICINE 
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Hands up survey 
62% of participating pupils at Chapel Street perceived that they already usually walk to 
school, with 30% being driven all the way and a further 6% using Park and Stride. There is a 
good opportunity here to encourage use of Park and Stride at the Blue Bell Inn, which is very 
close to the rear entrance to the school. While only one of the pupils asked regularly cycled to 
school, 39% would like to. Chapel Street has no bike sheds, and building secure sheds in a 
prominent position here would be an essential support of cycling to school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk, 
61%

Cycle, 
0.3%

Park & 
stride, 

6%

Car, 
30%

Bus, 2%

Walk, 18%

Cycle, 39%
Scoot/skate, 

13%

Park & stride, 
9%

Car, 13%

Bus, 2%
Train, 4%

FIGURE 9: HOW PUPILS TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (LEFT) COMPARED TO HOW THEY’D LIKE TO (RIGHT) 
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Journeys to school 
Illustrated in the heat map below, 61.4% of pupils live within a 10 minute walk from school. 

 

FIGURE 10: HEAT MAP SHOWING WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE 
WALKING DISTANCE FROM SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – Chapel St 

The following design brief for the school is most strongly influenced by 
the children, but also reflects parental input as well as workshop 
discussions by members of the public and the Sustrans design team.  

The pupil’s brief: 
 
— residents-only parking in defined spaces 

— put in permanent filter at end of Chapel St – 
any school streets closures would then only 
need to be enforced at one end 

— animal sculpture-bollards to prevent 
pavement parking and alert drivers to 
presence of school 

— ‘School’ signs/ ‘slow’ signs 

— cameras monitoring parking and speed 

— large planters stopping pavement parking 

— street furniture to increase sense of place, 
including benches, bike racks, bins, trees/ 
flowers 

— games painted on the road and/or 
pavements; hopscotch, running tracks, 
Twister  

— colourful pupils art on the road 

— an implied ‘gateway’ to the school, reminding 
people they are entering a school street 

— new fences for the park 

— a bike lane down the whole length of the 
street, to approach new bike racks outside 
school (street width permitting) 
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Ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity, at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to make 
further comments and offer feedback on opportunity plans.  The combined ideas are set out 
below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further feedback from the 
community in blue boxes. 

Sustrans have worked to support Chapel Street School in closing Chapel Street to 
through traffic at school drop-off and pick up time. This was planned as an initial one-day 
trial for 18th March 2020, with the intention of carrying out further, regular trials. The initial 
event had to be cancelled by the school due to coronavirus restrictions.  

As part of wider plans for a filtered neighbourhood in Levenshulme, the draft designs propose 
a permanent modal filter at the Eastern end of Chapel Street. A permanent filter on Chapel 
Street would present a very positive outcome for the school and residents, with the potential 
for the street alongside the park to become a highly activated place (see FN report). 

 

FIGURE 11: WORKSHOP AT CHAPEL ST 
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Figure 3: Parent homework sheet

Figure 12: Design opportunities by pupils
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Final Design Options – Chapel St. 

Here are some of the comments added to Commonplace map around the school: 

 

 

 

 
 

In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’: 
 
— ‘Nice to have a continuous path for pedestrians going to and from school and some 

trees or planters/bike racks on the big pavement ‘ 

— ‘Slow down traffic’ 

— ‘new/safer crossings’ 

  

‘The traffic and idling at school times 
needs managing. Traffic drives very 
fast, so it would benefit from traffic 
calming measures’ (Chapel Street). 

‘The speed that cars go along Chapel 
Street is frightening. Pedestrians often 
have to walk on road due to cars being 

parked on the pavement’ (Street). 

‘As the school is nearby, the road gets 
extremely busy at certain times of day; 
the Chapel Street end junction comes 
to a standstill at times, and the air 
quality suffer’ (Ratcliffe Street). 



LegendDesign concept - Chapel Street

Figure 13: Design proposal for Chapel Street 
Not drawn to scale
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The proposals map – Chapel Street 

The proposed interventions for Chapel Street are dependent on the location of the proposed 
modal filter as part of the wider filtered neighbourhood scheme. Plans currently show this 
filter at the eastern end of Chapel Street, prior to the junction with Lostock Avenue. 

School Street temporary closure

The location for the filter at the eastern end of Chapel Street reduces the work needed to 
deliver a school street closure. It would require only one temporary filter, which is proposed at 
the Chapel Street/Ratcliffe Street junction. Unless a temporary school street closure is 
implemented, parents will continue to pavement-park, and will have to u-turn on reaching the 
modal filter. If the modal filter is implemented without the support of a timed school street 
closure at peak times, there is still potential for dangerous driving manoeuvres by parents. 

Cycling infrastructure

Chapel Street is too narrow for segregated cycling 
infrastructure, with informal residents’ parking on the 
southern side. A permanent modal filter would 
reduce traffic volumes, making it safer to walk and 
cycle. A school street closure would improve this 
further.  

Traffic calming

Two options for traffic calming are proposed: 

1. Create formal parking bays on the southern side of Chapel Street for residents to
narrow the carriageway. If the central line is removed, drivers will be less sure of the
space available to them, encouraging slower speeds. There is the option to narrow
the carriage further so that the 2 vehicle lanes have a 4m width between them. This
would allow the pavement on the north side to be made wider, creating more space
for pedestrians outside the school.
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2. A chicane could be created by marking formal parking bays alternatively on both 
sides of the road, as shown. This would have a traffic calming effect and could be 
enhanced, as in the previous option, by narrowing the carriageway and removing the 
central line.  

 

 

Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee 
Network principles are that no pavement space is 
taken away inappropriately as part of works to the 
neighbourhood.  

The permanent filter can be used to provide green 
infrastructure and improve the wider street scene 
without loss of pavement space. Whilst many pupils 
have requested bollards to stop pavement parking, it 
is not appropriate within the existing pavement 
space. The formal parking bays will protect some of 
the pavement space from parking. Yellow zig zags will be used in between the parking bays, 
but their enforcement is crucial. Were a temporary school street closure to be implemented at 
peak times, there would not be the same need for bollards to stop pavement parking.  

 

 

FIGURE 14: AN INDICATIVE CROSS SECTION SETTING OUT PROPOSALS FOR CHAPEL STREET 
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Summary 

— A temporary street closure is the most appropriate option, as the only way to fully 
eliminate pavement parking by parents.  

— The location of a permanent filter without a supporting school street closure could lead 
to turning and parking manoeuvres.  

— Segregated cycling infrastructure cannot be accommodated, but modal filters could 
support a safe on-road cycling experience.  

— Formalised parking bays can be used to slow traffic and to provide build-out space for 
street furniture.  

 

Trialling the design  
The suggestion for a trial at Chapel Street School assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered 
Neighbourhood (FN) trial filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the 
period of the school’s trial. 

This is important context because the filter being trialled on Chapel Street, in close proximity 
to the school, will affect the traffic nearby. It will prevent any motor vehicles from approaching 
the school from an easterly direction along Chapel Street. It will not prevent vehicles 
approaching from a westerly direction. Other permanent filters local to Chapel Street are very 
likely to significantly reduce the flow of such traffic, but it will still be possible for cars to be 
driven to the school gate and manoeuvre, idle or (illegally) park here. It is therefore desirable 
to trial additional measures, including temporary closures to improve road safety during drop-
off and pick-up times. 

Trialled closures 
It is recommended to trial timed closures of Chapel Street, adjacent to the entrance of the 
school, from 8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (times to be negotiated 
with school). An initial one-day closure could be followed up with more regular closures, with 
the aspiration for this to become a normal feature of school life. The closure point will need to 
be carefully located to ensure that vehicles are not performing three-point turns close to the 
school gate. See Figure 13 – final map. Residents who need to move their cars during the 
closure times can be marshalled through the closure zone at walking pace, but it is preferable 
that this be reduced to an absolute minimum. Regular closures would have implications for 
resourcing because they require two marshals to staff the closure point. In the short term, the 
Levenshulme Bee Network team can contribute staff and volunteer time. In the longer term 
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permanent signage can be put in place and a city-wide policy for supporting and enforcing 
school streets should be developed 

Desirable elements of trial 
In order to further improve conditions in the streets, and to act on issues raised in the brief 
from children, parents and residents, additional trial elements are desirable. These measures 
would support placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. We suggest that they be 
installed and monitored for a short period to be determined through liaison with the school. 
One week is suggested as a guideline, although some measures using temporary paint could 
last longer. Trial elements could be put in place on a closure day, ideally a Monday, and 
remain in place until the end of Friday. For Chapel Street, the elements to be trialled are as 
follows: 

— Painted animal artwork on the road  to suggest crossing points on Ratcliffe Street and 
Gordon Avenue (temporary road closure required for this) 

— Pupil’s animal artwork temporarily painted on to street outside school 

— School ‘warning’ signage on Chapel Street at junction with Gordon Avenue 

— Proposed on-street parking bays (will require TRO) 

School street risk assessment 
Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Congestion and its associated negative impacts on health and safety (air pollution, 
noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents 

— Manoeuvres by parents at the proposed modal filter 
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St Andrew’s C of E Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 
 
This school is on Broom Avenue, a residential road that isn’t a through road and so doesn’t 
experience rat running. It has significant problems with volume of traffic at school drop off and 
pick up times, and is next door to a day nursery and Surestart which further contributes to the 
problem. The school has its own back entrance directly on to the Fallowfield Loop.  Problems 
faced by this school are; 

— Volume of school traffic, 

— Idling and manoeuvring vehicles outside school, 

— No crossing near school entrance, 

— No signage to Fallowfield Loop or Highfield Country Park, 

The corner of Broom Avenue and Broom Lane is presently a very difficult crossing for people 
walking (mostly children) crossing the road at this point or pulling out of Broome Ave. in a car 
or on a bike. This is due to a lack of clear line of sight to see cars travelling south on Broom 
Lane. This road safety issue could be addressed as part of the school streets work. Broom 
Avenue is potentially a very straightforward location for a school street closure during drop-off 
and pick-up times, but this will require agreement to proceed from residents, St Andrews and 
the nursery.

FIGURE 15: WORK MATERIALS TO HELP PUPIL’S THINK ABOUT THEIR SCHOOL STREET 
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Hands up survey 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The results for St Andrew’s indicate the largest proportion of journeys made by car of all the 
schools, at 41%, rising to 54% if Park and Striders are included. Only 1% of respondents 
here were cycling to school regularly, which indicates that their direct entrance to the 
Fallowfield Loop is significantly underused. The use of Park and Stride here could be more 
widely taken up. St Andrews is the school with the lowest preference for arrival by car, but the 
highest numbers of pupils doing so.  
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FIGURE 16: HOW PUPILS TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (LEFT) COMPARED TO HOW THEY’D LIKE TO 
TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (RIGHT) 



28 Levenshulme School Street 
04/06/2020 

Journeys to school 
50.7% of pupils live within a 10 minute walking distance of the school, which is highlighted on 
the map below. 

FIGURE 17: HEAT MAP SHOWING WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE 
WALKING DISTANCES FROM SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – St Andrew’s 

 
The following design brief for the school is most strongly influenced by 
the children, but also reflects parental input as well as workshop 
discussions by members of the public and the Sustrans design team.  

 

The pupil’s brief: 
 
— improvements to Fallowfield Loop entrance at rear of 

school grounds 

— benches to rest on outside school 

— dinosaur footprints along pavement to encourage 
walking and act as wayfinding 

— crossing at school entrance 

— double yellow lines on school side, all the way down 
Broom Avenue 

— shared bike/pedestrian path on pavement to school, 
connecting to Highfield Country Park and/or the Crayfield 
Road entrance to Fallowfield Loop, protected with 
bollards to also prevent pavement parking 

— bollards to prevent parking on pavement outside the day 
nursery (and possibly further) 

— 10mph/speed signage 

— residents only parking scheme along Broom Avenue 
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Ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to 
make further comments and offer feedback on the work produced so far.  The combined 
ideas are set out below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further 
feedback from the community in blue boxes. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIGURE 18: WORKSHOP AT ST ANDREW'S 
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Final Design Options – St Andrew’s 

Here are some of the comments added to Commonplace map around the school: 

In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’: 
— Less traffic 

— New / safer crossings 

— Close street during school pick up/drop off 

— Street furniture 

‘Urgent action needed here to deter parents from 
driving children to school and parking… on the 
pavement! - sometimes forcing those who are 

walking to school into the road’ (Broom Avenue) 

‘Broom Avenue is home to a Sure Start Centre, 
a nursery…and a Primary school… yet there is 
no signage to warn drivers on Broom Lane of 
the increased risk of children crossing or the 
increased traffic trying to exit the junction at 
drop off and pick up times.’ (Broom Avenue). 

‘It is difficult for children and parents who are 
walking to school to navigate the pavements 
safely as cars can suddenly drive up onto the 
pavement or start moving’ (Broom Avenue). 

‘As this road connects so well with the FLoop 
and Highfield Park it would be great if it was 

easy to get into and out of’ (Broom 
Avenue/Broom Lane junction). 

The drawings below represent the recommendations for discussion with project partners at 
the pre-trial stage. The feedback received on these drawings will determine the plans for 
implementation of trials. 
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St Andrews – commentary on final proposals map 

Responding to the filtered neighbourhood proposals 

Broom Lane is not due to be filtered and so will remain a key route for vehicles. 
Recommendations for new and improved crossings and path widening on Broom Lane are 
included in the LBN Feasibility Report. Whilst it is expected that overall vehicle levels arriving 
at school will drop as a result of the wider filtered neighbourhood scheme, a temporary school 
street closure would stop pupils being subjected to the peak traffic on Broom Avenue.  

School Street temporary closure 

A street closure at the entrance to Broom Avenue, if effectively enforced, would substantially 
reduce pavement parking and congestion at peak times. Access would need to be 
maintained for residents.  

Cycling infrastructure 

As there is not room for Broom Avenue to 
accommodate a segregated cycle lane, closing the 
street at peak times would also allow the use of the 
street as a quiet street – where traffic levels are so 
low that segregation is not needed..  

Traffic calming 

Formalised parking spaces on one side of Broom Avenue are proposed. This would serve to 
keep cars off the pavement and would also narrow the remaining carriage which would 
reduce driving speeds and make parking on the other side more difficult. Providing 4m in total 
for moving traffic, with the central line removed is also recommended. The pavement outside 
the school could even be widened to make better use of this space. Greening can be used 
between parking bays to improve the street scene as requested by pupils. 

A new pedestrian crossing was requested by pupils to better address desire lines to the 
FLoop. This would be the ideal outcome, but as there is already a crossing close by, we 
propose upgrading this crossing to improve pedestrian priority. The bend in the road makes 
locating a crossing in this area difficult. 
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‘School gateway/slow down signs’ cover numerous interventions that highlight the location of 
the school and the need for people driving and cycling to slow down. These might be in the 
form of slow down signs, signs relating to the school, school-related statues and totem poles 
or use of different materials in the carriageway to give the impression of a school zone.  

Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee 
Network principles are that no pavement space is 
taken away inappropriately as part of works to the 
neighbourhood. In order for the on-pavement 
interventions (such as benches, bollards and bins) to 
be feasible, the northern pavement on Broom 
Avenue will need to be extended. As shown by the 
indicative cross section, there is 0.5m of carriageway 
available to do this. If a school street closure was to 
take place, bollards would not be necessary, but it 
would still be beneficial to pupils to have more 
pavement space outside school. 

Benches are proposed at the eastern end of Broom Avenue, but new street furniture in this 
location would only be appropriate if the general upkeep of this space was to be improved.  

Summary 

— A temporary school street closure is recommended as the most suitable option to 
address pavement parking and dangerous driving manoeuvres outside the school. Its 
effective enforcement would ensure maximum impact.  

— A more convenient crossing point is needed over Broom Lane. 

— Formalised parking bays can be used to slow traffic and to provide build-out space 
for street furniture. 
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Trialling the design 
This suggestion for a trial at St Andrew’s assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered 
Neighbourhood (FN) trial filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the 
period of the school’s trial. There are no FN filters being trialled close to the school, but the 
wider filtering programme will still affect local traffic.  

Proposed elements for trial 
We suggest that a school street closure zone is implemented during both drop-off and pick-
up times, initially on one day. It could be repeated if successful, ideally becoming a regular 
feature of school life. 

These trial timed school street closures would require a closure point on Broom Avenue, at 
the junction with Broom Lane to be operational from 8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 
p.m. to 3.30 p.m on a school day (precise times to be agreed with the school). This will aim to
ensure that vehicles are not queuing down Broom Avenue, idling, parking illegally, or
performing three-point turns close to the school gate. Residents who need to move their cars
during the closure times would be marshalled through at walking pace.

Regular closures would have implications for resourcing because they require two marshals 
to staff the closure point. In the short term, the Levenshulme Bee Network team can 
contribute staff and volunteer time. In the longer term permanent signage can be put in place 
and a city-wide policy for supporting and enforcing school streets should be developed. 

Desirable elements of trial 
In order to respond effectively to issues raised in the brief from children, parents and 
residents, additional trial elements are desirable. These measures would support 
placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. They could be installed and monitored as 
temporary measures for period to be determined through liaison with the school. For St 
Andrew’s, the elements to be trialled are as follows: 

— Painted pupils’ artwork on the road to suggest the proposed crossing points on Broom 
Avenue  

— Seating on Broom Avenue and the Fallowfield Loop at the rear entrance to the school 

— Traffic calming measures on the Fallowfield Loop (temporary paint) and on Broom Lane 

— School warning signage on Broom Lane 

— On-street parking bays (will require TRO) 

School street risk assessment 
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Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Ongoing congestion and its associated negative impacts on  health and safety (air 
pollution, noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents 
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Acacias Community Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 

This school has one entrance but this is accessed from two directions, Burnage Lane to the 
west and Alexandra Drive, a residential cul-de-sac, to the south. Issues here are; 

— Low visibility of school entrance for drivers on Burnage Lane, 

— Speed of drivers on Burnage Lane, 

— Pavement parking on Burnage Lane, 

— Idling on Alexandra Drive and Roseleigh Avenue, 

— Manoeuvring cars at drop-off and pick-up times on Alexandra Drive and Roseleigh 
Avenue, 

— Parents and governors at this school also expressed particular concern about air 
pollution. 

On Burnage Lane at the access point to the school there is a small neighbourhood centre 
with shops that would benefit from cycle parking. Alexandra Drive is potentially suitable for 
closure as a School Street, which would also benefit residents on Roseleigh Ave. 

FIGURE 21: PUPILS AT ACACIAS AT THE CO-DESIGN WORKSHOP 
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Journeys to school 
As illustrated in the heat map below, 68.3% of pupils live within a 10 minute walk from school. 

FIGURE 22: HEAT MAP SHOWING WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE 
WALKING DISTANCES FROM THE SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – Acacias 

The following design brief for the school is most strongly 
influenced by the children, but also reflects parental input as well 
as workshop discussions by members of the public and the 
Sustrans design team.  

The pupil’s brief: 

— work on Burnage Lane to draw attention to school access from this point, 
slow traffic and enhance sense of a neighbourhood centre, including: 

— highly visible crossings 

— statue and benches 

— vehicle activated warning signs 

— children’s artwork on roadside to alert drivers of school children 

— ‘totem poles’ at roadside to give impression of a gateway 

— planters on corners to prevent pavement parking and increase visual appeal 

— recycling bins 

— park and stride signs to show motorists nearest location 

— displays of school work outside the school grounds as well as inside 

— work on Alexandra Drive to reduce idling, manoeuvring and volume of school 
traffic, including:  

— park and stride signs to show motorists nearest location  

— residential/visitor only access to Alexandra Drive using barrier system 

— residents only parking for Alexandra/Roseleigh 

— temporary ‘school streets’ closures 

— bollards to prevent pavement parking 

— enforced penalties for idling 
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Sustrans had arranged a school street closure at Acacias, combined with the national 
launch of our Big Pedal competition, for the 22nd April. This event had to be cancelled by 
the school due to coronavirus restrictions. Adults at this school expressed particular 
concern about air pollution, which was reinforced by two school governors. 
 
Ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity, at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to make 
further comments and offer feedback on the work produced so far.  The combined ideas are 
set out below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further feedback from 
the community in blue boxes. 

  

FIGURE 23: PUPILS AT ACACIAS BUILD THEIR IDEAS IN 3D ON A MAP 
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Figure 24: Design opportunities by pupils



43 Levenshulme School Street 
04/06/2020 

Final Design Options – Acacias

Here are some of the comments added to Commonplace map around the school: 

In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’:

— Slow and reduce traffic on Slade Lane 

— New/safer crossings to school 

— Less traffic on Alexandra Drive 

The drawings below represent our recommendations for discussion with project partners at 
the pre-trial stage and for feedback from the community online. The feedback we receive on 
these drawings will determine our plans for implementation of trials. 

People constantly park opposite and next to the 
school passageway, where the road narrows to a 

speed bump in order to go into the shops/school… 
It would be nice to see more green deterrents ie 

planter boxes or even bollards to block pavement 
parking/unloading’ (Outside school on Slade Lane). 

‘It’s dangerous sometimes to cross as there’s far too 
many cars in a small area manoeuvring around this 

avenue. We have nearly been knocked down a couple 
of times now buy people carelessly reversing and 

manoeuvring’ (Alexandra Drive). 

‘All school traffic for Acacias should be banned from 
turn up Alexandra drive & Roseleigh avenue it’s 

ridiculous that people can’t park on Crossley road and 
walk 200 yards to the school entrance dangerous at 

school pick up and drop off times it’s a matter of time 
before some child gets reversed over’ (Alexandra 

Drive). 
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Acacias final proposals map 

Responding to the filtered neighbourhood proposals 

A bus gate is proposed on Burnage Lane as part of the Filtered Neighbourhood design which 
will prevent through traffic apart from buses and emergency vehicles and will result in an 
overall drop in traffic levels along Slade Lane. Crossley Road is a key connection to 
Kingsway and so will remain a significant route for traffic. Therefore Roseleigh Avenue and 
Alexandra Drive would still be subjected to the issues linked to peak school traffic, despite the 
wider scheme.  

School Street temporary closure 

Proposed from the southern point of Alexandra Drive. Access would be required for 
residents. 

Traffic calming 

Traffic calming measures suggested for this school 
comprise elements such as speed bumps, build 
outs, carriage narrowing and vehicle-activated speed 
signs. The most appropriate option needs to be 
considered in detail but we propose enhancing the 
visibility of the pedestrian crossing on Burnage Lane 
and drawing greater attention to the proximity of the 
school entrance through artwork and signage.  

Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee Network principles are that no pavement 
space is taken away inappropriately as part of works to the neighbourhood.  

Whilst pupils wanted lots of on-pavement interventions, there are limited places near to the 
school where this can be accommodated. Therefore efforts have been focussed at the 
entrance to the ginnel from Slade Lane through to Alexandra Drive where the pavement 
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becomes much wider. An area could be created here which highlights the presence of the 
school using artwork, signs, totem poles and street furniture.  

Whilst pavement parking is an issue on numerous 
streets around the school, there are few places 
where the pavements can accommodate bollards to 
stop this happening and so the proposal only 
includes bollards outside the row of shops on the 
east of Slade Lane and planters to the same effect 
outside the shops to the west. The design of these 
interventions will have to be carefully considered to 
minimise the space they take up on the pavement. 
Bollards on Alexandra Drive and Roseleigh Avenue 
might stop pavement parking but will not reduce 
parking numbers or dangerous driving manoeuvres 
by parents. Therefore the ideal outcome would be 
for a temporary school street closure. 

Summary 

— A temporary street closure is the most effective option to fully eliminate pavement 
parking. Enforcement is important to ensure maximum impact. 

— Artwork and thermoplastics can be used to raise awareness of the school entrance and 
improve the streetscape without sacrificing pavement space. 

— Pedestrian priority at the entrance to the gully is essential and the crossing should be 
visually enhanced to support this. 

Trialling the design 

This suggestion for a trial at Acacias assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered Neighbourhood 
(FN) trial filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the period of the school’s 
trial. There are no FN filters being trialled close to the school, but the wider filtering 
programme will still affect local traffic.  

Trialled closures 
We suggest that a school street closure zone is implemented during both drop-off and pick-
up times, initially on one day. It could be repeated if successful, ideally becoming a regular 
feature of school life. 
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These trial timed school street closures would require a closure point on Alexandra Drive, at 
the junction with Crossley Rd. (see Figure 25 – final map) to be operational from 8.30 a.m. to 
9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. on a school day (times to be negotiated with 
school. Residents who need to move their cars during the closure times could be marshalled 
in and out of the closure zone at walking pace, but it is preferable that this be reduced to a 
minimum. Regular closures would have implications for resourcing because they require two 
marshals to staff the closure point. In the short term, the Levenshulme Bee Network team can 
contribute staff and volunteer time. In the longer term permanent signage can be put in place 
and a city-wide policy for supporting and enforcing school streets should be developed. 

Desirable elements of the trial 
In order to further improve conditions in the streets, and to act on issues raised in the brief 
from children, parents and residents, additional trial elements are desirable. These measures 
would support placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. They could be installed and 
monitored as temporary measures for period to be determined through liaison with the 
school. For Acacias, the elements to be trialled are as follows: 

— Temporary pupils’ artwork to be painted on pavement close to Burnage Lane entrance 
(temporary paint) 

— Seating on Burnage Lane. 

— School warning signage and traffic calming on Crossley Rd and Burnage Lane 

— Planters preventing pavement parking on Burnage Lane. 

School street risk assessment 
Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Congestion and its associated negative impacts on health and safety (air pollution, 
noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents  
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Cringle Brook Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 

The school buildings here are set well back from the road and not visible to passing motorists 
on Slade Lane. The entrance is inconspicuous. The school has a side entrance directly on to 
the Fallowfield Loop. Problems raised and observed here are; 

— Slade Lane is wide, encouraging speeding, 

— Motorists are not aware of school and do not slow down, 

— Bridge over Fallowfield Loop is raised, causing poor lines of sight for oncoming 
motorists, who run the red light at pedestrian crossing, 

— Parents idling or parking on the zigzags outside school, 

— For children arriving from north of school, crossing at the Slade Lane/ Moseley Rd 
junction is difficult - it is not possible to cross here safely at present, 

— Speeding cyclists on the Fallowfield Loop, 

— Perceptions of poor personal safety and antisocial behaviour on the Fallowfield Loop, 

— Steep fall on the ramped entrance to the Loop. 

— Increased use of the Fallowfield Loop at this school has the potential to provide safer 
journeys for a proportion of pupils. 

FIGURE 26: WORKSHOP AT CRINGLE BROOK PRIMARY 
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Hands up survey 

 

The graph for Cringle Brook shows low numbers of regular travel by bicycle, at 7%, despite 
their direct entrance to the Fallowfield Loop. It is, however, the highest number of people 
travelling by bicycle in this sample of schools. This school also has the highest take-up of 
Park and Stride, at 25%, so good practice here could be shared with others. They also have 
the lowest number of regular walks to school. This may reflect their wider catchment area, 
which is a result of being a new school. At Cringle Brook, appetite for active travel is strong, 
with a total of 69% of those asked wishing to travel to school entirely under their own steam. 

Walk, 
26%

Cycle, 7%

Scoot/skate, 
3%

Park & stride, 
23%

Car, 31%

Bus, 3%

Walk, 20%

Cycle, 33%Scoot/skate, 
16%

Park & stride, 
4%

Car, 14%

Bus, 7%
Train, 4%

FIGURE 27: HOW PUPILS TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (LEFT) COMPARED TO HOW THEY’D LIKE TO 
TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (RIGHT)
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Journeys to school 
As illustrated in the heat map below, 16% of pupils live within a 10 minute walk from school. 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 28: HEAT MAP OF WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE WALKING 
DISTANCES FROM SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – Cringle Brook 

The following written summary of the design brief for the school 
is most strongly influenced by the children, but also reflects some 
parental input as well as post-workshop discussions by members 
of the wider public and also the Sustrans design team.  

The pupil’s brief: 
 

— punctuation’ through designed objects such as bee 
statues on the Fallowfield Loop to make cyclists slow 
down, and to make journey more appealing to young 
child walking 

— coloured tiles on pavement of Slade Road for children to 
invent games on the walk to school  

— flower painting on pavement outside the school to raise 
awareness of school entrance and encourage slower 
speeds 

— school children’s art outside gates 

— vehicle activated warning signs 

— improve visibility of existing crossing with colour 

— use of Sustrans street kit to narrow the road during trial 
period 

— 3D street art to look like a person at the kerb, to 
encourage slower speeds 

 

Parents here voiced concerns about anti-social behaviour on the Fallowfield Loop, 

and the need for safety on the ramped entrance to the Loop, where there is a steep 

fall (this has been flagged up within Sustrans). They also expressed anger at 

motorists regularly exceeding speed limits on Slade Lane and parents parking on the 

zigzags outside school. There was particular concern about crossing at the Slade 

Lane/ Moseley Rd junction, as it is not possible to cross here safely at present. 

Sustrans engineers observed this crossing and support this view. Initially the school 

has expressed that they don’t wish to take place in trial closures on Slade Lane, as it 

is currently a busy road. 
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The ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity, at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to 
make further comments and offer feedback on the work produced so far.  The combined 
ideas are set out below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further 
feedback from the community in blue boxes. 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FIGURE 29: WORKSHOP AT CRINGLE 
BROOK PRIMARY 
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Final Design Options – Cringle Brook 

A number of issues and solutions have been raised by the community via Commonplace. 
Some of their comments are summarised below: 

 In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’ some of the responses were: 

— Slow down traffic on Slade Lane 

— Better road signs 

— Better street furniture 

— Fewer polluting vehicles 

As of April 2020, the below drawings represent the recommendations for discussion with 
project partners at the pre-trial stage. The feedback received on these drawings will 
determine our plans for implementation of trials. 

‘This is a hazardous junction for pedestrians, 
cyclists and drivers alike at school drop off times. 

The sheer numbers of cars (both zooming past and 
irresponsibly parked) and children on their way to 
school, make this a dangerous place to cross the 

road, cycle and drive’ (Slade Lane/Scarisbrick 
junction) 

There is not enough signage alerting drivers to the 
School that is slightly set back from the road here and 

drivers speed on this stretch due to the wide road. 
This is also an entrance for the Fallowfield Loop 

therefore a higher volume of cyclists and pedestrians’ 
(Outside the school). 

‘Walking through clouds of exhaust fumes from idling 
cars to get to the primary school/loop is horrible. 

Perhaps some kind of street furniture/signage- maybe 
planted chicanes or something making it impossible 
to park so close to the school and leave cars idling’ 

(Outside  school). 



Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019
Contains data from OS Zoomstack
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Figure 31: Design proposal for Cringle Brook 
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Cringle Brook final proposals map 

Responding to the filtered neighbourhood proposals 

A bus gate is proposed on Slade Lane, on the bridge over the Fallowfield loop. Cars will be 
able to drive up to the filter in both directions, but not pass through. This will lead to a 
significant decrease in vehicle traffic volume and speeds outside the school.  The bus gate 
will not be included in the initial filtered neighbourhood trial so will be implemented at a later 
stage.  

School Street temporary closure 

A temporary school street closure is proposed from Linden Park to Scarisbrick Road. As with 
other schools, there is concern that the permanent bus gate could lead to turning and parking 
manoeuvres by parents if not supported by a school street closure at peak times.  

Cycling infrastructure 

As Slade Lane is a bus route, there is insufficient 
width to accommodate segregated cycling 
infrastructure. However, the expected drop in traffic 
speeds and volumes as a result of the filtered 
neighbourhood may contribute to making the 
carriageway feel safer for cycling.  

Traffic calming 

Traffic calming measures may include carriage narrowing by varying road materials, signage 
or build outs and chicanes. Width for buses would have to be carefully considered.  

A build out adjacent to the Fallowfield Loop entrance would create more spill-out space for 
people walking and cycling accessing the loop and could also act as a chicane to calm traffic. 
The crossing should also be made more visible.  
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Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee Network 
principles are that no pavement space is taken away 
inappropriately as part of works to the neighbourhood. 
Therefore, any street furniture such as bollards, planters and 
benches need to be incorporated with build outs and 
chicanes. Closing Slade lane at peak times between 
Scarisbrick Road and Linden Park would resolve pavement 
parking and speeding issues without the need to clutter the 
pavements with street furniture. 

Whilst some carriageway narrowing might be feasible, buses may have to be able to run over 
into the wider area when passing each other. Therefore, any buffer zones created between 
the road and pavement would likely have to remain level with the carriageway but set apart 
using different surface materials. It is unlikely to be able to accommodate street furniture as a 
result of carriageway narrowing. The most appropriate options for improving the streetscape 
here are thermoplastics, signage and artwork on the school fence line. Improvements to the 
Fallowfield Loopline entrance can support this.  

 

Summary 
 
— A timed street closure is the most appropriate option once the bus gate filters are in 

place, as the only way to fully eliminate pavement parking. Enforcement will lead to the 
largest impact. 

— A trial of a School Street timed closure could act as an alternative method of trialling the 
modal filter before the bus gate is implemented. 

— The location of a permanent filter without a supporting school street closure could lead 
to some turning and parking manoeuvres.  

— Segregated cycling infrastructure cannot be accommodated, but modal filters could 
support a safe on-road cycling experience.  

— Artwork and thermoplastics can be used to raise awareness of the school entrance and 
improve the streetscape without sacrificing pavement space.  
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Trialling the design
The suggestion for a trial at Cringle Brook assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered 
Neighbourhood (FN) trial filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the 
period of the school’s trial. As the FN bus gate will not be part of the initial trial the trial at 
Cringle Brook will need to take place after the bus gate goes in. The effect of this trial FN filter 
will be to significantly reduce the flow of traffic past the school, but it will still be possible for 
cars to be driven to the school gate from the opposite direction, and manoeuvre, idle or 
(illegally) park here. It is therefore desirable to trial additional measures, including closures to 
improve road safety during drop-off and pick-up times. 

Trialled closures 
It would therefore be ideal to trial timed closures of Slade Lane, close to the school gate, from 
8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (times to be negotiated with school) 
An initial one-day closure would hopefully be followed up with more regular closures, with the 
aspiration for this to become a normal feature of school life. The closure point will need to be 
carefully located to ensure that vehicles are not performing three-point turns near to school, 
(see Figure 31 – final map). Parents of disabled children, and teachers with specific 
requirements, who need to enter or leave during the closure times will be marshalled through 
the closure at walking pace, but it is preferable that this be reduced to a minimum. Deliveries 
would need to be scheduled outside of these times. Regular closures would have implications 
for resourcing because they require two marshals to staff the closure point. In the short term, 
the Levenshulme Bee Network team can contribute staff and volunteer time. In the longer 
term permanent signage can be put in place and a city-wide policy for supporting and 
enforcing school streets should be developed.  

Desirable elements of trial 
In order to further improve conditions in the streets, and to act on issues raised in the brief 
from children, parents and residents, additional trial elements are desirable. These measures 
would support placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. They may not need to be in 
place throughout the FN trial period, but should be installed and monitored for a short period 
to be determined through liaison with the school. For Cringle Brook, the elements to be 
trialled are as follows: 

— Temporary aquatic-themed pupils’ artwork to be painted close to school entrance on 
Slade Lane and on the Fallowfield Loop (temporary paint)  

— School warning signage at points on Slade Lane and Fallowfield Loop 

— Traffic calming measures on Slade Lane 
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School street risk assessment 
Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Congestion and its associated negative impacts on  health and safety (air pollution, 
noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents 

— Manoeuvres by parents at the proposed bus gate modal filter 
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St Mary’s RC Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 

This school is situated on Clare Road, a very busy route through to the A6. Traffic problems 
here are particularly acute, and include; 

— Lack of crossings on Errwood Rd to access Clare Road safely. 

— Pavement parking, 

— Very low usage of Tesco Park and Stride, 

— Narrow footway outside school, with nowhere for parents to wait for school gates to 
open, 

— Frequent flooding under railway bridge, preventing pedestrian access, 

— Manoeuvring in the street outside school at drop-off and pick-up times, 

— High volumes of traffic, causing congestion and poor air quality, 

— Driving on the pavement. 

Adults here perceive that it is too dangerous for children to walk to school on their own, and 
there is no crossing person. Davenhill Rd, a cul-de-sac, provides potentially safe access 
directly to Cringle Park, for pupils arriving from the south. The Fallowfield loop entrance is 
close by, to the north, and a safe walking route could be signposted from here.  

FIGURE 32: WORKSHOP AT ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Journeys to school 
As illustrated in the heat map below, 37.1% of pupils live within a 10 minute walk from school. 

 

FIGURE 33: HEAT MAP OF WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE WALKING 
DISTANCES FROM SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – St Mary’s 

The following design brief for the school is most strongly influenced by 
the children, but also reflects parental input as well as workshop 
discussions by members of the public and the Sustrans design team.  

The pupil’s brief: 

— ‘slow’ signs 

— benches 

— giant pencils, or similar eye-catching indications that 
there is a school there 

— crossing on Errwood Rd 

— planters and bollards to stop pavement parking 

— play equipment – monkey bars and so on, on the green 
area at western end of Clare Road, to make it more 
attractive to arrive at school on foot, and play here 

— call attention to Tesco Park and Stride 

— one-way system or permanent filter under railway bridge 

— raise profile of walking/cycling by having a short length of 
shared footway/cycleway on approach to school, 
perhaps on Davenhill Rd to link to park. 

— deal with flooding problems that prevent pedestrian 
access under railway bridge 

— artwork under bridge to make it a more attractive route 

— implied pedestrian priorities 
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The driver behaviour and street environment outside this school make it particularly 
dangerous to children and accompanying parents walking to school. If a permanent filter 
on Clare Road could be put in place to the east of the school, in tandem with timed street 
closures at the western end, this would dramatically improve safety for all. Adults perceive 
that it is too dangerous for children to walk to school on their own, and there is no 
crossing person. The school have expressed an interest in considering School Street 
closures. 
 

Ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity, at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to make 
further comments and offer feedback on the work produced so far.  The combined ideas are 
set out below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further feedback from 
the community in blue boxes. 

 

  

FIGURE 34: PUPILS AT ST MARY’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILD THEIR IDEAS 
IN 3D 

FIGURE 35: PUPILS AT ST MARY’S PRIMARY 
SCHOOL BUILD THEIR IDEAS IN 3D 
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Final Design Options – St Mary’s 

Here are some of the comments added to Commonplace map around the school: 

In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’: 

— Less clutter 

— New/safer crossings 

— Wider pavements 

Drawings represent our recommendations for discussion with project partners at the pre-trial 
stage. The feedback we receive on these drawings and online via Commonplace will 
determine our plans for implementation of trials. 

‘Cars dropping children off at school park on 
pavements, park near school , leave engines 
running and generally make it a dangerous 

environment for children and pedestrians’ (Clare 
Road). 

‘Cars ignore this zebra crossing, which is also right by 
a Primary School. In the last two days alone I’ve been 

halfway across the crossing and cars have sped 
through, over the speed limit in front of me. Someone 
will get knocked down one day if something doesn’t 

change’ (zebra crossing outside school). 

‘The cars parked on both sides of Clare Rd further up 
contribute to the confusion by making Clare Rd only 

passible by one car at a time. If parking was restricted 
to one side cars could move in both directions, 

improving the flow of traffic, making it safer as less 
weaving in and out. It would also improve pavement 

access for pedestrians’ (Clare Road). 
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St Mary’s final proposals map 
 
Responding to the filtered neighbourhood proposals 

There is a filter planned to go just west of the railway on Clare Road, reducing the number of 
places that would have to be closed off to deliver a successful temporary school street 
closure. 

School Street temporary closure 

The proposed filter on Clare Road will reduce overall traffic levels but parents may still be 
tempted to access the road from either end and have to turn around on reaching the filter. It 
is therefore suggested that a temporary school street closure is used to stop these 
manoeuvres and keep the entire stretch clear from traffic at peak times, other than residents. 
This would also help to create a safer connection for people walking between the school and 
Cringle Park. 

Cycling infrastructure 

Whilst there is insufficient carriage width to provide segregated 
cycling facilities, the combination of the permanent filter and a 
school street would make traffic conditions more suitable for 
people cycling to use the carriageway. We suggest changing 
the road layout which, when combined with a school street 
closure, could create a much safer environment for walking and 
cycling from Cringle Park and along Clare Road.  

Traffic calming 

Our proposals involve traffic calming through formal parking provision and carriage 
narrowing, encouraging people cycling to take the primary riding position on Clare Road. As 
shown in the indicative cross section, formal parking bays can be provided on the southern 
side of Clare Road which stop drivers feeling the need to pavement-park. A buffer of between 
0.5-1m could then be provided between the parking bay and carriageway to protect cyclists 
from opening cars doors and to allow drivers to exit their cars safely. This buffer could 
alternatively be placed adjacent to the northern pavement, separating pedestrians further 
from moving traffic. This option also gives some breathing space to wider vehicles. The 
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carriageway would then consist of a 4-4.5m lane without central road markings which serves 
to make drivers more cautious about how much room they have and thus drive more slowly.  

 

FIGURE 38: INDICATIVE CROSS SECTION SHOWING PROPOSALS FOR ST MARY’S 

Measures might also be combined with a new crossing point over Clare Road near to the 
school, which is clearly visible and gives pedestrians a good amount of time to cross. It may 
be decorated to highlight the presence of school children. The local community have 
identified that cars often do not stop on the zebra crossing outside the school. We therefore 
propose that this is upgraded to a signalised crossing.  

Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee Network principles are that no pavement 
space is taken away inappropriately as part of works to the neighbourhood. Therefore, any 
street furniture such as bollards, planters and benches need to be incorporated with build 
outs and chicanes.  

Given the existing green space to the west of the street and the potential for the proposed 
filter to the east of the street to be used for greening, no additional green infrastructure is 
proposed. If formal parking spaces are to be provided, the buffer spaces they create can be 
used for planters and trees.  

Introduction of play equipment on the greenspace at the end of Clare Road would require 
consultation with local residents who may prefer that the space stays as it is. However, there 
is the opportunity to provide play space as part of the filter at the other end of Clare Road.  
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Summary 

— A temporary street closure is the most effective option to fully eliminate pavement 
parking.  

— The location of a permanent filter without a supporting school street closure could lead 
to turning and parking manoeuvres.  

— Segregated cycling infrastructure cannot be accommodated, but modal filters and 
changes to the road layout could support a safe on-road cycling experience.  

— Formalised parking bays can be used to slow traffic and to provide build-out space for 
street furniture.  

Trialling the design 
This suggestion for a trial at St Mary’s assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered 
Neighbourhood (FN) trial filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the 
period of the school’s trial. 

This is important context because the FN filter being trialled near the railway bridge on Clare 
Rd, in close proximity to the school, will significantly affect local traffic. The Clare Rd filter will 
prevent any motor vehicles from taking the route under the railway bridge and approaching 
the school from the east (see Figure 37 – final map).  

The effect of this trial FN filter will be very likely to significantly reduce the flow of traffic past 
the school, but it will still be possible for cars to be driven to the school gate from the opposite 
direction, and manoeuvre, idle or (illegally) park here. It is therefore desirable to trial 
additional measures, including closures to improve road safety during drop-off and pick-up 
times. 

Trialled closures 
It would therefore be ideal to trial timed closures of Clare Rd, at the junction with Errwood 
Crescent, from 8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (times to be negotiated 
with school). An initial one-day closure would hopefully be followed up with more regular 
closures, with the aspiration for this to become a normal feature of school life. The closure 
point will need to be carefully located to ensure that vehicles are not performing three-point 
turns near to school. Residents who need to move their cars during the closure times will be 
marshalled through the closure at walking pace, but it is preferable that this be reduced to a 
minimum. Regular closures would have implications for resourcing because they require two 
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marshals to staff the closure point. In the short term, the Levenshulme Bee Network team can 
contribute staff and volunteer time. In the longer term permanent signage can be put in place 
and a city-wide policy for supporting and enforcing school streets should be developed 

Desirable elements of trial 
In order to further improve conditions in the streets, and to act on issues raised in the brief 
from children, parents and residents, additional trial elements are recommended. These 
measures would support placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. They may not need to 
be in place throughout the FN trial period, but should be installed and monitored for a short 
period to be determined through liaison with the school. One week is suggested as a 
guideline. For St Mary’s, the elements to be trialled are as follows: 

— Painted pattern artwork on the road  to suggest crossing points; two on Errwood Rd, 
one on Clare Rd and one on Errwood Crescent (mark out the night before with 
temporary paint) 

— School warning signage at two points on Errwood Rd 

— Temporary informal play on green space at end of Clare Rd 

— Temporary pupils’ artwork to be painted close to school entrance (mark out the night 
before with temporary paint) 

School street risk assessment 
Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Congestion and its associated negative impacts on health and safety (air pollution, 
noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents  
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Alma Park Primary School 

Key challenges and opportunities 

This school is on Errwood Rd, which is a bus route and link to the A6, via Alma Rd. The 
school grounds back directly on to the Fallowfield Loop but it has no direct access at present. 
There is a crossing with a crossing person outside the school. Problems here are as follows; 

— Speed and volume of traffic past the school, 

— Tesco ‘park and stride’ parking is underused, 

— Flooding under railway bridge frequently impedes pedestrian access, 

— Pavement parking on Errwood Rd and around junction with Marshall Rd and Preston 
Rd,  

— Potentially unclear priorities at this same junction, which is too wide. 

There is clear potential for improvement at the Marshall/Preston/Errwood junction, with 
benefits to all pupils walking from north of the school. The Fallowfield loop entrance is close 
by, to the south, and a safe walking route could be signposted from here. 

FIGURE 39: WORKSHOP AT ALMA PARK 
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Hands up survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The survey showed that 59% of participating pupils at Alma Park perceived that they already 
usually walk to school, with 21% being driven all the way and a further 12% using Park and 
Stride (although our ‘snapshot’ observations at the school suggested that this total may in 
reality be much lower). The Tesco Park and Stride is just a few minutes’ walk from the school 
gate and has a large capacity; it is an under-used resource. 2% of pupils here usually cycle, 
indicating that there is very significant room for improvement, but the road conditions at 
present are not reassuring for children and their parents who may wish to cycle. The school 
does have bike sheds and the grounds back on to the Fallowfield Loop, where there is 
potential for a direct entrance to be created, which would support both walking and cycling. 

Alma Park is the school with the highest preference for walking (37%). This is far fewer than 
those who actually do walk (59%), but the proportion who would prefer to cycle is 28%, as 
compared to the 2% who already cycle. All of the schools follow this pattern of a desired 
switch to cycling from other modes. 

 

 

 

Walk, 64%

Cycle, 2%
Scoot/skate, 

2%

Park & 
stride, 13%

Car, 23%

Bus, 5%

Walk, 37%

Cycle, 30%

Scoot/skate, 
18%

Park & stride, 
5%

Car, 16%

Bus, 2%
Train, 2%

FIGURE 40: HOW PUPILS TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (LEFT) COMPARED TO HOW THEY 
WOULD LIKE TO TRAVEL TO SCHOOL (RIGHT) 
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Journeys to school 
As illustrated in the heat map below, 76.4% of pupils live within a 10 minute walk from school. 

 

FIGURE 41: HEAT MAP SHOWIGN WHERE PUPILS LIVE IN RELATION TO 10 MINUTE 
WALKING DISTANCES FROM SCHOOL 
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The Design Brief – Alma Park 

The following design brief for the school is most strongly influenced by 
the children, but also reflects parental input as well as workshop 
discussions by members of the public and the Sustrans design team.  

 

 

The pupil’s brief: 
 
— alert people to Tesco ‘park and stride’ parking – it is 

underused. 

— street sculptures and games to alert drivers to the 
presence of the school 

— benches or a ‘book chair’ where children can have a 
message board 

— giant unicorn sculpture to prevent pavement parking at 
junction of Alma/Preston/Marshall/Errwood 

— warning signs 

— ‘footstep path’ from Fallowfield Loop 

— improvements to Loop entrance to encourage use of this 
route – rainbow fence? 

— bollards to prevent pavement parking 

— tokyo-style crossings or continuous walkways at problem 
junction 

— double-yellow lines on Loop bridge, on east side 

— new crossing over Errwood Rd 

— bus gate on Marshall Rd – filter out all other vehicle 
traffic 
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The junction of Alma/Preston/Marshall/Errwood was frequently highlighted by adults at 
this school, as well as children, as a particularly dangerous place. There are no crossings 
here and the junction is very wide. Priorities and give way signs are not always respected 
by motorists and pavement parking is a problem here. Another concern for adults was the 
poor safety for walkers and cyclists approaching the school from the south, over the 
Fallowfield Loop Bridge. Pavement parking was also very high on their list of concerns. 
Sustrans have enquired as to the possibility of interrupting bus services for a one-off 
street closure here. 
 
The ideas from the school workshops were collated and mapped. The wider Levenshulme 
community were given the opportunity, at the workshops on the 8th February 2020, to make 
further comments and offer feedback on the work produced so far.  The combined ideas are 
set out below, with input from the schools set out in black boxes, and further feedback from 
the community in blue boxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIGURE 42: PUPILS AT ALMA PARK BUILD THEIR IDEAS IN 3D ON A MAP 
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Final Design Options – Alma Park 
 
Here are some of the comments added to Commonplace map around the school: 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
In response to the question ‘How could we improve things?’: 

— Less traffic 

— New/safer crossings 

— Better street furniture 

The drawings below represent our recommendations for discussion with project partners at 
the pre-trial stage. The feedback we receive on these drawings will determine our plans for 
implementation of trials. 

 

 

‘Would suggest that the area around the school 
becomes a car-free zone at certain times of the day’ 

(Commonplace – outside school). 

‘I think the only way to resolve it would be to make the 
crossing from Alma->Marshall Road here a long zebra 
crossing. This is the natural walking route for anyone 
on this side of the train line who is heading towards 
the train station’ (Commonplace – Marshall/Preston 

Road junction). 

‘At school time this area becomes very congested 
with parents parking their cars and pupils don’t even 
have a safe pelican crossing to safely cross the road’ 

(Commonplace – Alma Road). 
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Alma Park final proposals map 

Responding to the filtered neighbourhood proposals 

A permanent filter is proposed on Alma Road, just west of the railway arch and on Arliss Rd. 
at the junction with Errwood Road. A bus gate is proposed on Errwood Road. The modal 
filters will see traffic levels drop but won’t prevent pavement parking and potentially 
dangerous manoeuvres by parents outside the school. 

School Street temporary closure 

The location of the permanent filters may lead to parents 3-point turning after drop-off. 
Therefore a temporary school street closure is recommended. This would also resolve the 
issue of parents pavement-parking and could be achieved by setting up 1 or 2 temporary 
filters at peak time. Buses and residents would have to be allowed through.   

Cycling infrastructure 

Due to requirements for buses to pass by on Errwood Road, 
there is insufficient width for segregated cycling 
infrastructure. However, the combination of the temporary 
filters proposed may reduce traffic flow sufficiently for it to be 
appropriate for cyclists to use the carriageway. A temporary 
school street closure would make this reality more likely.  

Traffic calming 

No physical traffic calming interventions are suggested due to expected drops in traffic levels 
as a result of the filtered neighbourhood scheme. However, a crossing point should be 
introduced at the junction with Preston and Marshal Road. Its location needs to be 
considered carefully based on the location of the permanent filters. To the east of the junction 
may be appropriate as the filtered neighbourhood scheme will make this section of Alma 
Road largely traffic free.  
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Improving the streetscape 

Part of the Made to Move and Levenshulme Bee Network 
principles are that no pavement space is taken away 
inappropriately as part of works to the neighbourhood. 
Without a road closure, the area is vulnerable to 
pavement parking at peak times, but extensive planters 
and bollards in all of the problem areas would be 
unattractive and take away valuable pavement space.  

Therefore a temporary road closure is the preferred 
option.  

There is an opportunity to use the Preston/Marshall Road junction to signal the presence of 
the school through artwork and signage due to generous pavement widths. Street furniture 
might also be located here.  Something similar might be achieved on the bridge over the 
Fallowfield Loop using artwork, as there is not sufficient space for street furniture. This could 
be tied in with improvements to the Loop entrance, which pupil’s would like to see upgraded.  

Summary 
 

1. A temporary street closure is the most appropriate option, as the only way 

to fully eliminate pavement parking.  

2. Artwork and thermoplastics can be used to raise awareness of the school 

entrance and improve the streetscape without sacrificing pavement 

space.  

3. The junction with Preston and Marshal Road is key for creating 

pedestrian priority and alerting drivers to the presence of the school. 

 

Trialling the design  
This suggestion for a trial at Alma Park School assumes that the Levenshulme Filtered 
Neighbourhood (FN) l filters are in place across the wider neighbourhood during the period of 
the school’s trial. The bus gates will not form part of the FN trial initially however. 
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This is important context because the filters being trialled on Alma Rd and Arliss Avenue are 
in close proximity to the school and will affect the traffic nearby. The Alma Rd filter will 
prevent any motor vehicles from taking the route under the railway bridge to approach the 
school from the east (see Figure 44 – final map). The Arliss Avenue filter will prevent all 
motor vehicles from approaching the school on this road. When in place the Errwood Rd bus 
gate will prevent all motor vehicles except buses from approaching the school from a 
southerly direction, along Errwood Rd.  

The combined effect of the FN filters when all implemented will be very likely to significantly 
reduce the flow of traffic past the school, but it will still be possible for cars to be driven to the 
school gate and manoeuvre, idle or (illegally) park here. It is therefore desirable to trial 
additional measures, including closures to improve road safety during drop-off and pick-up 
times 

Trialled closures 
It would therefore be ideal to trial timed closures of Errwood Rd, at the junction with Alma Rd 
and Preston Rd, from 8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (times to be 
negotiated with school) An initial one-day closure would hopefully be followed up with more 
regular closures, with the aspiration for this to become a normal feature of school life. The 
closure point will need to be carefully located to ensure that vehicles are not performing 
three-point turns close to the school gate. See Figure 44 – final map. Residents who need to 
move their cars during the closure times will be marshalled through the closure zone at 
walking pace, but it is preferable that this be reduced to an absolute minimum. Four buses 
per hour will be able to move through the School Street closure zone, in order that we do not 
reduce public transport provision. Such regular closures have implications for resourcing 
because they require two marshals to staff the closure point. In the short term, Sustrans can 
contribute some staff and volunteer time, but strategic planning would be required to support 
the closures in the longer term. Other resources, such as signage, would also need to be 
planned for. 

Desirable elements of trial 
In order to further improve conditions in the streets, and to act on issues raised in the brief 
from children, parents and residents, additional trial elements are desirable. These measures 
would support placemaking, traffic calming and active travel. They may not need to be in 
place throughout the FN trial period, but should be installed and monitored for a short period 
to be determined through liaison with the school. One week is suggested as a guideline. For 
Alma Park, the elements to be trialled are as follows: 

1 Painted floral artwork on the road  to suggest two crossing points on Alma Rd (mark out 
the night before with temporary paint) 
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2 Seating, planting and signage at the junction of Alma/Preston/Marshall, using Sustrans 
Street kit and ‘Plantlock’ type planters 

3 Temporary painted signage on the road/pavement to indicate access to the Fallowfield 
Loop and also to Tesco Park and Stride 

4 Temporary ‘botanical’ themed pupils’ artwork to be painted close to school entrance, at 
existing crossing. 

School street risk assessment 
Ongoing and new risks if school street closure is not implemented: 

— Pavement parking 

— Congestion and its associated negative impacts on health and safety (air pollution, 
noise pollution, road safety, etc) for the school community and local residents 

— Manoeuvres by parents at the proposed permanent filter 
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Glossary 
 

 
FIGURE 45: GLOSSARY EXPLAINING SOME OF THE DESIGN PROPOSAL IDEAS 
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Activation 
The hands up surveys indicate that the majority of 
pupils would choose active travel to get them to 
school. From the 6 Levenshulme schools included in 
the project 56% of families live within a 10 minute 
walk of their primary school (ranging from 16% to 
76%). To enable the filtered neighbourhood and 
school streets closures to have the maximum benefit 
for pupils and residents we recommend the following 
initiatives and campaigns take place to ease the 
transition for families and establish new, lasting 
behaviour.   

FIGURE 46: PUPILS AND PARENTS CROSSING THE ROAD AT ST MARY’S 
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Initiatives to support the shift to car-free journeys 

LBN School Advocates 

Parents and carers at schools across Levenshulme are worried about air quality and road 
safety outside schools. Many are keen to play an active role as LBN School Advocates.  

Involving parents with the trials both on the ground 
and to help spread the word about the reasons for 
and benefits of the trial will help them become 
embedded in the community. Training for advocates 
will help them to feel more confident in talking to 
other parents about the alternatives to driving. 

The LBN Co-ordinator has been working with 
parents to develop Park and Stride and Walking Bus 
initiatives’ including workshops to design the 
walking bus lollipop signs with a local resident, 
parent and artist.  

Walking Bus and Park and Stride 

Building on the Levenshulme walking buses initiated by parents at St. Andrew’s and Alma 
Park’; we are working with the University of Leeds to research and design a walking / cycling 
/ scooting bus network that will serve as many children as possible. 

LBN School Advocates working with the LBN co-ordinator can help deliver, promote and 
grow the walking buses as part of the Active Neighbourhood Programme. 

For those pupils who live too far to walk, scoot or cycle the whole distance, the important 
research will be where Park and Stride facilities may be located, which give parents the 
option to park a safe distance away from the school gates - usually in a shop or pub car park 
- and walk the remaining distance to school - potentially linking in with a walking school bus 
route.  
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Tesco supermarket car-park is a 2 minute walk to 
Alma Park and an obvious but underused choice for 
parents that are unable to avoid driving to school.  
The Sidings Car Park is also available and is a short 
walk to St. Andrews Primary. 

LBN School Advocates are keen to promote Park 
and Stride and have proposed trialling Fume Free 
Fridays, working with other parents and staff at Alma 
Park using artwork, colourful tabards and leaflets to 
help promote the facility and make it fun.  

Family Led Rides 

Many parents lack confidence in cycling and are put off by levels of traffic on local streets, 
especially outside school at drop-off and pick up times. With the modal filters in place and 
school street timed closures in operation many parents will feel differently about cycling with 
their family but need to build confidence. Family led rides from schools could help to develop 
important cycle skills build confidence. 

For many parents the onward journey to work following drop-off is a key factor in driving to 
school. Travelling by bicycle could offer a feasible alternative if there is help and support to 
understand the benefits and overcome the barriers they face.  

 

Cycling Training 

Signposting to existing cycle training 
offered by TFGM plus establishing locally 
delivered courses will help those new or 
returning to riding a bike to build the skills 
and confidence to ride on the road and lead 
their family to school. 
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Travel Planning 

Travel planning with parents is an essential part of 
ensuring a sustainable school run. Ideally, as part of the 
welcome pack that each parent receives when their child 
joins the school, information about the school run would 
be included - highlighting whether or not they live within 
a suitable walking or cycling distance, and if not the park 
and stride locations available to them. Schools could be 
supported with materials and strategies to implement 
sustainable travel planning with the families of all pupils.  

The priority group for targeted travel planning could be the new intake of pupils to the school 
at the start of each academic year. Pre-admission home visits or interviews could include a 
travel plan pro-forma to be completed with every family. This would help to embed 
active.travel habits from the very start of school life, and reduce the number of families 
depending on car journeys to school. 

 

Campaigns 

No Idling 

Significant numbers of parents continue to leave engines running while waiting outside school 
(as highlighted through perceptions surveys and engagement events). A no-idling campaign 
across all schools in the area could raise awareness of the negative impact of idling. LBN 
Advocates could help develop and promote the campaign across the area. Ideally this would 
link up with a Greater Manchester wide campaign led by TFGM.  

Air Quality  

Levenshulme’s Clean Air Group – a group of local parent and residents in Levenshulme 
campaigning for healthy air for everyone took to the streets to protest in November 2019.  
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With high quality air quality monitors being installed across the area there is an opportunity to 
develop a campaign linking with Greater Manchester’s Clean Air Plan and working with key 
stakeholders and LBN Advocates to use the data to influence behaviour and emphasise the 
impact of driving on health at a local level. 

 

Pavement Parking 

Pavement parking is an issue highlighted through the community street audit in the 
development of the LBN bid, further emphasised through the Commonplace perceptions 
survey and at community engagement events. It is easily observed outside of Levenshulme 
schools and across the neighbourhood on a daily basisand is major problem in the area. 
Pavement parking is particularly relevant in the current Covid-19 crisis as it effectively 
reduces the capabilities of people walking to social distance. 

A city-wide ban on pavement parking would be difficult to implement currently due to the 
entrenched behaviour and limited parking spaces on residential streets. This should be the 
long term aim as there is a clear need to reclaim pavements for walking. 

 
 
 
 
 

FIGURE 47: CAMPAIGNERS WEARING MASKS AS PART OF A CLEAN AIR PROTEST IN 
LEVENSHULME (SOURCE: PETE ABEL) 
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Next steps 
Design feedback online 

Following online meetings with each of the local primary schools the draft designs will be 
made available online on Commonplace with parents and local residents invited to feedback 
on the plans. 

Online Question and Answer  

Online Question and Answer session will give people the chance to ask further questions 
about the plans and find out about how the designs could potentially impact on them. 

The Levenshulme Bee Network Vision  

The school streets designs form part of the wider Levenshulme Bee Network Active 
Neighbourhood and are a key element of an exciting vision for Levenshulme.  

The filtered neighbourhood trial in July will transform the conditions for walking and cycling 
and help create a more liveable environment for all. Delivering school street trials will 
contribute further and help to raise awareness of the wider benefits of calmer and more 
pleasant streets for everyone. With Manchester City Council, Transport for Greater 
Manchester and Levenshulme Bee Network advocates working together with school 
communities the environment outside the school gate can be transformed for the long term. 
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Appendices 
Appendix A – interview with Head Teacher at 
Marston Green Infant Academy 



1  

CASE STUDY 
Q&A with Beverley Elliott 
Head Teacher at Marston Green Infant Academy, Solihull 

What were your initial thoughts about the School Streets scheme and how do you feel now 
about it now? 

We’d had lots of resident meetings because we’d had real issues with the parking and there 
were lots of children, parents coming in complaining they’d nearly got knocked over. So when 
I heard of the scheme, I wanted to sign up for it straight away because I thought: ‘It’s got to 
be better than what we do now.” 

Now 12 months down the line, I still totally believe in 
the scheme and I’ve had fewer parents come to me 
saying, you know, ‘Little Johnny’s nearly got 
knocked over’ or ‘somebody’s tried to knock me 
over’. I’d had less of that, which has been a benefit 
for me. But I can also see more of the children 
walking to school or coming on scooter, so that’s 
another positive.  

Can you talk me through the things you’ve had to 
do differently because of school streets – the extra 
workload for the school? 
Yes, once we knew we were going to get this, it was 
letters out to parents letting them know, making sure 
the residents were all clear about it, having another 
residents meeting. The main thing was making 
arrangements for the staff because at first they 
weren’t keen on the idea. They thought they wouldn’t 
be able to drive to work. So obviously it was 
engaging with the staff, telling them that actually 
they could but there were restrictions to when they should be coming in. They’ve all been 
given a sticker but we still limit when they can use those stickers because what I don’t want is 
staff not being positive role models for all our parents. For staff going on courses, they either 
have to leave as soon as we can go out, or I allow them to go 15 minutes before it starts. So 
I’m fair on both sides.  

“I can see more of 
the children 
walking to school 
or coming on 
scooter” 
 

Photo credit: Mark Radford 
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And the other thing is delivery drivers – making sure that when we’re having deliveries, we 
put down in the comments a note saying: you will NOT be able to deliver during these times. 
And any visitors to the school, we say: “Please make sure you come after 9.15am because 
we’ve got a school streets project.” And everyone’s understood, I’ve had no one complaining. 
But initially, it was a case of, “Who do we have to tell?” So it’s just about planning ahead a bit. 

What’s been the greatest challenge of the scheme for you? 
Just really getting all the parents on board, you know. And we still haven’t achieved that.  But 
the greatest problem has been the resourcing of it. I think parents think that I can go out and 
enforce it. And as much as I’d really like to go and get my hi-vis jacket out and go and 
enforce it, I can’t do that. So I think that’s the sort of thing that’s frustrating. We need more 
funding putting into it, into sustainable travel throughout, so you know this is a great way of 
going forward, but we need more money putting into it. 

Have you had to deal with extra parent complaints about it? 
No, I’ve had to deal with LESS parent complaints. Because parents were complaining before 
about the danger and that cars were parked over the kerb and they couldn’t move down there 
with their buggies. I was out there all the time with my senior team. We’d get comments from 
parents, we’d get residents moaning at us - I mean, it was just mayhem down there. You 
couldn’t actually drive. And if there was an incident, our school gates weren’t clear. But now 
that’s stopped. Now, all I do is every month I’ll put something in the school newsletter to 
remind parents about school streets. And obviously with our new parents that come in, we 
remind them. You’ll still get, you know, the odd comments. A parent might come in and say: 
“So-and-so’s parking in there, they haven’t got a disabled badge”. All I say to them is: give 
me the registration plate and I’ll phone up and obviously take that forward. Parent council has 
really got behind it. And even the staff that thought it wasn’t going to work, actually have 
realised it doesn’t affect them.  

And what’s been the greatest benefit? 
More families walking, fewer children and parents in danger on the roads, less traffic on this 
avenue – I mean, it’s ideal isn’t it! 

What would be your advice to another school that’s considering it? 
Take it on! Especially if you’re getting hassle with regards to parked cars and parents coming 
in complaining. It absolutely has alleviated that. It helps the community and it helps the 
children safety-wise and health-wise. And you know with obesity, if we can get them walking 
or cycling to school it will help in the long run. It’s only a small thing, but it will help. 






